Radio Free Denmark 


WGBW AM 1590 to begin broadcast out of Denmark 

By Matt Kapinos - The Denmark News - August 18, 2011 

Two Rivers broadcaster Mark Heller will soon be sending his radio waves from Cooperstown, although he 
will refer to his point of origin as Denmark. Heller has recently completed construction of his new broadcast 
transmitter facility at the comer of Zander Road and Pleasant Road southeast of the village. 

Heller, who hails from Sheboygan, has worked in various forms of media his entire career. Heller worked in 
radio starting in 1972 in Sheboygan, Milwaukee, and Sturgeon Bay. In 1977 Mark went to work for a 
shopper publication in Sheboygan before eventually returning to the airwaves. Mark went on to work at 
radio stations in Chicago and Los Angeles before returning to Two Rivers in 1982,when he bought out 
WTRW radio. 

Heller, planning to eventually re-engineer his broadcast to send his signal north to Green Bay and beyond, 
bought the call letters WGBW from a religious based radio station in Florida several years ago. Now Mark's 
plans are finally coming to fruition, as he is fmalizing his operation's compliance with Federal 
Communications Commission guidelines. 

The new facility features four 160 foot towers and a 10,000 watt transmitter, enabling his signal to reach as 
far north as the upper peninsula of Michigan. WTRW had been broadcasting 1000 watts during the day and 
33 watts at night. WTRW has been on the air since October 29, 1951, although it has done business under the 
call signs WQTC and WRTR. The station has used the call sign WTRW since 1983. 

Heller says much of the reason for his move stems from trouble with another business, Two Rivers based 
door and wood manufacturer Eggers Industries. Eggers built a new facility about 1100 feet north of Heller's 
towers and, their 285,000 square foot budding included a Steel roof of the same size. Heller says the flat 
metal roof of the new budding interfered with his signal traveling north. 

In August 2008, after four years of applications and amendments, Heder was granted permission by the FCC 
to move its city of license from Two Rivers to Denmark, and to increase its daytime and nighttime broadcast 
power. 

WGBW will feature an oldies radio format, including songs from 1955 through 1974, and will also include 
broad casts of some Denmark athletic events. Heder plans to transmit live from Viking football and 
basketball games starting this fali. 

Although the new transmitter facility will send out the signal, the control booth will actually be set up in the 
office of The Denmark News at 1 16 West Main Street in Denmark. 

Heller comes from blue collar roots, the son of a Kohier generator plant worker and a meat cutter. He 
graduated from Sheboygan South High School, and attended Kenosha Technical Institute, now called 
Gateway Technical Institute, where he received an Associate Degree in electronics. Heder is married with a 
ten year old son and lives in Two Rivers, although he says he may relocate to Denmark. 

Heller sits on the Board of Directors of the Society of Broadcast Engineers, an industry trade group including 
over 5,500 members and 1 12 local chapters. Heder also served for eight years on the Manitowoc County 
Board. 



WGBW has been testing their broadcasting with the FCC for the last couple of days, but Mark says he should 
on the air full-time by the time this issue reaches news stands. WGBW will broadcast at 1590 kHz on the AM 
radio dial. 



